SLAVE-TRADE

there has been a terrible wind, with torrents of rain. The sky
is overcast; the climate might be that of Paris. The lemon-
bushes, olive-groves, and broken ground are just like the
scenery of Languedoc: you might think yourself somewhere
near Beziers. In the fort at Gaza we found more than 30
milliers of powder, and a great quantity of cannon-balls of
every calibre, cases and all. We are starting to morrow on
our march to Jaffa. The Mamelukes and Ibrahim Bey have
fled into the mountains of Naplouse....

[CoRRESP., v, 4000. Turkey had declared war on France in Septem-
ber, 1798. Napoleon left Cairo for Syria on February 10, and occupied
Gaza on the 24th. On May 20 he began his retreat from Acre, and
reached Cairo again on June 14.]
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SLAVE-TRADE

TO THE SULTAN OF DARFOUR

HEADQUARTERS, CAIRO, June 30, 1799.

IN the name of God the Clement and Mercifull

There is no other god but God, and Mahomet is his
prophet!

To the Sultan of Darfour, Abd-el-Rahmdn, Servitor of
the two Holy Cities, Caliph of the glorious Prophet of
God, Master of the Worlds.

I have received your letter; I have understood its contents.

I was absent, when your caravan arrived, having been in
Syria to punish and destroy our enemies. I beg you to send,
by the first caravan, .2,000 black slaves over sixteen years of
age, strong and vigorous: I will purchase them on my own
account.

Order your caravan to come at once, and not to stop on
the way. I am giving instructions for its safe conduct
throughout the journey.

[CoRRESP., v, 4235. Darfur is a district in the Sudan, south-west of
Khartum.]
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